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“Epinomy was so well 
integrated it seamed 

like it was part of 
MarkLogic.”

Leading Scientific Non-Profit Modernizes 
Information Access For Agronomists 

Globally

The Alliance of Crop, Soil and Environmental Science 

Societies (ACSESS) provides seminal scientific 

information in the form of journals, articles and books 

that plant and soil scientists use to develop innovative 

and sustainable farm practices to boost crop yields, 

control pests and protect the environment. With over 

10,000 members, ACSESS is a community of scientists, 

practitioners, educators, and advisors who work 

directly with farmers, companies and the agricultural 

community. Access to information about new farming 

practices and technological innovations is paramount 

for global food production, especially in today’s age 

of climate change. 

Optimizing the Digital Library 

As with most non-profit organizations cost controls are 

vital along with providing fast and easy navigation for 

members seeking relevant journals or articles on any 

device including BYOD.  After assessing technology 

solutions available in the market including open 

source solutions, the information technology 

department made a strategic decision to implement 

MarkLogic as an on-premise platform for information 

storage and search.  This eliminated the current use of 

a costly ePublishing platform that was also inhibiting 

their ability to provide new features and product 

innovations for their members. Amazingly, the society 

had recently scanned and imaged a digital library 

that included 100 years of documents and 

publications, which were populated on the MarkLogic 

platform. Categorization and enhancement of the 

search and navigation of content was a key concern 

and the IT department selected Applied Relevance’s 

Epinomy for this functionality. 

Applied Relevance Epinomy 
Categorization and Taxonomy 

As a partner of MarkLogic, Applied Relevance’s 

Epinomy is seamlessly integrated with the MarkLogic 

platform and search functionality. Epinomy features a 
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“The impact on the accessibility of 
content for members has been 

excellent; many members come 
and are not sure what they are 

looking for but know the scientific 
term they need more information 
about and are using the Epinomy 
taxonomy to get what they need. 

Member feedback has been great 
and we have seen a 35% increase in 

use overall!.”

- Ian Popkewitz, ACSESS Director of 
Information Technology and 

Operations

taxonomy manager that enables easy and powerful 

management of ontologies, taxonomies and 

vocabularies. In creating the digital library ACSESS 

needed an efficient way of categorizing content that 

enabled members to search and display information 

using a set of defined terms. Epinomy’s taxonomy 

building capability addressed this issue and added 

significant value to the ACSESS digital library. ACSESS 

managers created individual taxonomies for three 

different societies: the agronomy society, soil science 

and crop science. 

Managers at ACSESS can now easily add and 

maintain terms to create and customize the 

taxonomies so that members can see it and use it on a 

daily basis. A rules-based auto-tagging engine does 

the work and maintains meta-data up to date on all 

documents. Adding context to the documents makes 

them accessible and usable and all of the documents 

are updated as needed without having to reload any 

content.

Key Member Benefits

• Classifying the content gives the members 

another way to find right information.

• Members don’t complain about not finding 

information with search any more.

• Members can see and use the taxonomy on a 

daily basis. 

Key IT Benefits

• Epinomy is seamlessly integrated with MarkLogic. 

• The Epinomy taxonomy is easy to use and update.   

• Epinomy saves a lot of time in programming.
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